1

Solent D.A.

This Is Your Life.
The first meet of Solent D.A. was at Meonstoke House at Easter 1969 but it was on 20th. October 1968 at the Cadets hut, Walpole Road, Gosport that a meeting of Hants D.A. members took place to discuss the proposal to form a new D.A. in Southern Hampshire. Ninety-five interested members of Hants D.A. attended this meeting, which was chaired by Mr. Wally Farmer. Mr. Bill Hudson proposed that the boundary for the new D.A. would cover the postal areas Portsmouth, Gosport, Fareham, Hayling Island and the Isle of Wight South Western Region (as it was then known).

This was put forward for consultation with Hants D.A. and the National Council were informed. It was agreed that if formed the new organisation would be Solent D.A.

Members who signed the application to form Solent D.A. were: -

      Mr. Wally Farmer                                                    Mr. Jack Marks

      Mr. Bill Hudson                                                      Mr. Gordon Johnson

      Mr. Bill Farmer                                                       Mr. John Fowles

.     Mr. Bill Stoneham                                                   Mr. Alf Mathews

      Mr. Louis Ross                                                        Mr. Peter Rowe

      Mr. Alec Bryant                                                       Mr. David Bryant

      Mr. Alan White                                                        Mr. Peter Usbourne 

      Mr. Syd Molyneaux                                                  Mr. Bert Watts

      Mr. E. Dennett                                                         Mr. Alex Hudson

      Mr Bladen                                                               Mr. Williams              

      Mr. Viney

At an Executive Meeting on 12th. January 1969, the Chairman read a report referring to a letter from Hants D.A dated 22nd. December 1968 deploring the attempt to form Solent D.A. 

The report was concluded by the Chairman informing members that the proposed areas for “A Solent D.A,” were to be put yet again before South West Region Meeting on 26th. January1969. It was confirmed that Solent D.A. to was exist.

In February 1969, a meeting was held by the first Youth Leader Louis Ross, when the following rules were passed: - 

1. No smoking in C.C.Y. Lines.

2. Encourage good relations BUT boys and girls not to pair off together in enclosed tents.

3. Silence between 11.00pm and 7.00am.

There were 29 entries submitted for Solent D.A. Pennant and judging took place in January 1969. 
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It was agreed that the D.A. main pennant would be made by Mr. W Stoneham and that the D.A. would supply the materials. He would the sew and hand paint the pennant.

This was raised for the first time at the Whitsun Holiday Meet in1969 at Sandy Balls Estate. The meet was held for 10 days and started with rain and muddy conditions. Due to a very turnout the camping was rather cramped.

On one of the days the C.C.Y. invited the whole of the D.A. membership to lunch by the river and some canoeing took place.

At the Fourth Committee Meeting in March 1969they agreed that all pennants would be sold for the opening season at 4/6d (22½) each and in April 1969 the season charges which were proposed and passed for the season were: -

                  Adult’s 2/- (10p) per night

                   C.C.Y. 1/- (5p) per weekend

109 tickets were sold for the first Dinner/Dance, which was an excellent function. It was proposed by Mr. Alf Mathews that this be an annual event to the nearest weekend to the 1st.February. This Dinner/Dance took place on March14th1969 in the Connaught Drill Hall, Stanhope Road, Portsmouth. Dinner jackets or dark lounge suits for the gentlemen and the ladies long dresses. The cost was £1.5s.0d. (£1.25p) to include a sherry reception, wine at the table and dancing to a band. The full cost of the first such Dinner/Dance was £125.19s.0d. (£125.95p.).

In April 1969, with the combined effort of the C.C.Y. a small C.C.Y. pennant design was produced and forwarded for region approval.

In October1969 Mr. D. Mathews was appointed as first Social Secretary. It was proposed by Mrs Vi Watts at the first A.G.M. and passed that the term of office for this post be from1st. April to 31st. March each year. The Social Secretary was automatically regard as a committee member but did not hold any voting power.

The Solent D.A. social winter programme for 1969/1970was as follows: -

      October 5th.             -        Hovercraft Trip followed by a walk on the Isle of Wight.

       November 2nd.        -         New Forest Walk.   

       November 16th.      -         Beer/Skittles at Brickmakers arms, Swanmore. 

       November 22nd.     -     Photographic evening – I believe this was an evening                          to display D.A. photographs and not an evening on modelling for future Miss Solent.

 A Christmas party for children aged under 12 years was organised at Catisfield. 

  January 3rd.              -         A Social at the Flying Angel Rooms in Fareham –              these rooms are now beneath the present shopping                                                 precinct. 

  January 25th.            -          A walk around Old Portsmouth, finishing up on  

                                                 H.M.S. Victory.

It is interesting that Solent D.A. Walks certainly seemed to be much further away from the area than those organise in recent years.
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The second A.G.M. was held in October 1970. There were voting powers of 67 members with23 C.C.Y. The meeting was held at Stubbington.

It was proposed and agreed that the Christmas Party become a family social thus enabling adults to attend.

In October 1971 the third A.G.M. was held at the Crystal Rooms in Portsmouth with 109 voting member in attendance and 11 C.C.Y.

Vic and Judy Wadley were nominated for C.C.Y. testers.

In June 1973, the Vice Chairman, Mr. E. Dennett, accepted the post of Chairman until the next D.A. A.G.M., Following the resignation pf the current Chairman. Mr. Eric More took over as temporary Vice Chairman. Mr. George Wade joined the Committee as sites Officer with full voting rights. Until that time the Secretary had been responsible for sites from the inauguration of the D.A.

At the 5th. A.G.M. in October 1973 there was 84 voting members in attendance and the A.G.M. passed a proposal that the post of Sites Officer should be an official post for Committee purposes for future years. Bert and VI Watts became Regional Youth Liaison Officers.

In May 1974 Bert Watts became the D.A.’s Southern Regional Representative.

At the 6th. A.G.M. in October 1974 here 100 voting powers present and Mr. E. Dennett was elected Southern region Representative.

It was agreed that the purchase of an electric Gestetner Duplicator should be made at a cost of £30.00 and this is stick in use for printing the Mainbrace.

It was also agreed the George Wade would purchase and sell Regalia for Solent D.A., and the first Regalia was officially sold in November 1975.

 The Officers elected at the meeting were: - 

         Chairman                                      - J. Rooney

         Vice Chairman                              - H. Beard

         Treasurer                                      - C. Greenhill

         Secretary                                      - G. Flower

         Southern Regional Representative   - Bert Watts 

         Social Secretary                            - R. Spencer     

         Regalia Officer                             - G. Wade

During the year Solent D.A. held the first Southern Region C.C.Y. meet at Charity Farm, Selbourne and it was also the year in which the C.C.Y. challenged the Young Farmers Club at the Easter meet at Priorsdean to a tug-of-war. Unfortunately weight and muscle power was definitely not on the side of the C.C.Y. AND RUMOUR has it that even with end of their rope tied to a gatepost, they were still easily pulled over the line. However, to obtain revenge the C.C.Y. then challenged the Young Farmers to a volley match. This was accepted by the Young Farmers and the C.C.Y. were successful.

A temporary holiday site was held at delectable site by the river Avon at Woodgreen on the edge of the New Forest. The success of the event matched the first class surroundings and a profit of £67.50. was made.
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This was a very dry season and considerable concern was expressed when camping with the D.A. over fire hazard and extreme caution was necessary.

There was great praise and gratitude to Mr. Peter Watson for organising and attending all Southern Region C.C.Y. rallies during the season.

Early in the year George Wade presented to the D.A. a shield, which bears the C.C.Y motif and is competed for annually by the C.C.Y. for the best-decorated unit in C.C.Y lines at Solent D.A. F.O.L. This is known as the “Wade Shield”.
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In February a memorial tree (an apple tree) was purchased and planted at Miss Bendalls, Inhams lane, Denmead in commemoration of miss Bendalls father who allowed us to camp at Inhams. This field is still used by the D.A. and the plaque is still visible on the tree, which is growing to this day.
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In March 1976 Jack and Nora Curtis obtained permission from the committee to start a library for the D.A. and this is still available to D.A. members.

Another first for the D.A. in 1976 was the issue of the Mainbrace. There were co-editors, Vi Watts, Olive Watson, and Eileen Buck.

At Solent F.O.L. the first petticoat Lane was held and was deemed a great success.

In October 1976 George Wade gave up the post of Sites Officer and this was taken over by Ron Smith, who has held the post ever since. Without someone behind the scenes to liase with local Farmers and organise weekend sites we do not have a D.A.  Ron is one our quiet, hard working members who do not wish to be in the limelight and it is thanks to his hard work and others like him that we are all able to enjoy our D.A. camping weekends.

Our 8th. A.G.M. In October 1976 had 104 voting members in attendance, which shows considerable support for the D.A. 
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In 1977 one of the highlights of the season was the C.C.Y. meet at Little Hambrook near Westbourne. This was run by Vic and Judy Wadley and together with the C.C.Y. Youth members were all slaves and auctioned to D.A. members to perform tasks, such as car cleaning etc.!!  The Youth made a profit of £69.31 at this meet, which was used towards the cost of Youth members going to the National C.C.Y. Youth Rally.

Temporary Holiday Sites were organised at Swimbridge and Denmead.

A wooden shed was collected from Basingstoke by Ron Smith and erected at Denmead in the garden of Mrs. Pat Dean. This was to be known as “The D.A. Shed”.

Solent D.A. members, Bert and Vi Watts were nominated for the Club Certificate of Honour.

An amplifier and speakers were purchased for D.A. use.

In January 1978, Mr. R. Spencer resigned as Social Secretary with much regret and Mrs P. Garner and Mrs F. Smith accepted the post as joint Social Secretaries.

 During 1978 the D.A. also purchased an Administration tent together with a spade and shovel. The compiler of this article decided it would not be prudent to enquire how the loo pits were dug prior to the acquisition of the spade and shovel!

During the year Dianne and Barry Foot took over as Mainbrace Editors and tape recording equipment was purchased, by the D.A.

The National Feast of Lanterns was held locally and Solent D.A. was heavily committed to assist in the organisation of this major camping club event. Cyril Turner undertook to chair the Carnival Committee with Solent D.A. entering into the spirit of 

Roman Britain N.F.O.L. theme and all Solent Members were appropriately dressed for the occasion. Much hard work was put onto the event by many members but thanks were specifically expressed to Cyril Turner for his Chairmanship of the Carnival Committee

The weather for the N.F.O.L. was in direct contrast to the meet at Old Idsworth earlier in the season. On a cold, wet afternoon, 25 “hardy” Campers donned hats, coats and wellies to take a walk through the wild countryside of Hampshire/West Sussex border. They approached some cottages out in the wilds where they were greeted with a cry of “please leave wellies outside and come on in and take a seat”. 25 members the settled down with cups of tea in hand to watch the Cup Final in colour and comfort at Freda and Ron Smith’s house.

In January 1979, when our Chairman was Ron King, Solent D.A. Again put forward a nomination for a Club Certificate of Honour and this time the nominee was Mr George Wade.

In March a First Aid Box was made and equipped for Solent D.A. and in the same month Mr. B. Watts agreed to make and supply name plates foe Committee Members. These are still in use.

During the year Temporary Holiday Sites were run in two idyllic settings. One immediately beneath the northern slopes of Butser at Hillhampton Farm, East Meon and the other on the banks of the river Avon at Woodgreen on the edge of the New Forest.

The C.C.Y. made a trip to the Isle of Whight for a holiday.

The post of Social Secretaries was taken over jointly by Mr.and Mrs. Fletcher and in July 1979 a decision was made to insure the D.A. equipment for a total insurance value of £1,269.00. The first premium was £13.90. 

6

The first Bonfire Meet was organised at Priorsdean and £50.00 worth of fireworks were purchased for the occasion.

In December 1979 our Southern Region Representative, Mr. P. Watson, was voted onto the Southern Regional Council.

Ron King continued as Chairman into 1980, with Mrs. M.Goring as Vice Chairperson. The secretary was Mrs. M. Bailey and the Treasure was Mr. C. Turner.

During the year Solent D.A. ran the Southern Regional Meet at Denmead, together with a temporary holiday sites at Hillhampton Farm and Goodwood.

It was noted that the attendance at meets throughout the year were generally lower than in previous years and the attendance at the A.G.M. reflected this. 

The A.G.M. in 1981 saw our first lady Chairperson appointed, namely Mrs. Margaret Goring, with Vice Chairperson Mrs. Pat Dean, Treasure Mr. Cyril Turner and Secretary Mrs. M. Bailey. This season saw the introduction of the D.A. Tuck Shop, which was initiated by Mr. J. Wadley.

The Easter Meet at Hayling Island with the Easter Bonnet Parade attracted 18 female entrants, and the winner was Ivy Mauback.

Heavy snow at the East Tisted meet, one week after Easter reminded our members of the vagaries of the British weather. The meet was stewarded by George Wade and there were seven units on site, together with one C.C.Y. unit, namely Karen. The Club records state: “This must have given her the title of Daftest Youth of the Month”.

To pass the time in the inclement weather the members on site challenged the local gentry to Bingo and won every game but one.

During the Miss Solent Competition at Botley, there were some rather unusual contestants – even the Gillett Razors had failed to remove all traces of masculinity!

Peter Watson ran a stand at the Southsea Show representing The Camping Club, ably assisted by Miss Solent, Amanda Wickens.

At the F.I.C.C. in Belgium in 1981, Vic Wadley as Solent D.A. Leader took a large contingent of Solent C.C.Y. members to the meet.

Solent C.C.J. was formed in November 1981 and it was agreed that both Mrs. D. Foot and Mrs. J. Minnel be elected as first C.C.J. Leaders.

It was during 1981 that the D.A. shed at Denmead was discontinued and all the equipment moved to Finchdean, where it has remained ever since.

In February 1982, Mrs. Pat Dean, the Vice Chairperson resigned from the committee and Mr. Bill Day filled the vacant post and Mr. John Brown agreed to serve as a Committee member until the A.G.M.

June 1982 saw the first Children’s Meet at Raglington Farm with Cliff and Barbara Burnett making it a great success as they have done on many occasions since. There were 71 units on site at this first meet. 38 from Solent, 11 from Hants, 10 from Waterside, 2 from East Kent, 1 from Bucks, Herts & Middlesex and 9 new members.

At the A.G.M. in October 1982, Mr. Bill Day became Chairman with Vice Chairman Cliff Burnett, Treasurer Cyril Turner and Secretary Beryl Hawkins. Mr. P. Cushing took over editorship of Mainbrace.
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The D.A. was honoured at the Christmas Party to have the Camping and Caravanning Club Chairman, Molly Rayner, to present the Club Certificate of Honour to George Wade.
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During 1983 Solent C.C.Y. entered the Crafty craft race at Newbury.

Peter Cushing retired as the Editor of Mainbrace and although Solent D.A. did not win the annual competition for the best D.A. Magazine, H.Q. did give praise for its production.                    

Des and Doris Thorpe-Tracy volunteered to make new pennants for the D.A. and these are still in use.

Temporary holiday Sites were organised at Hillhampton Farm and Chard.

At the August Bank Holiday Meet at Slys Farm, Bramdean, a Town Cryer competition was held. The male winner was G. Boyce, the female winner Jean Jefferies and the Youth winner Stephen Jefferies.

A decision was taken at the 1983 A.G.M. that weekend mill supplies to D.A. meets would cease as from the 1984 Easter meet.

Mr. Bill Day continued as Chairman with Vice Chairman Cliff Burnett. Treasurer Des Thorpe-Tracy, and Secretary Beryl Hawkins. Our Southern Region Representative was Peter Watson and C.C.Y. Leaders were John and Pat Brown. Cyril Turner, assisted by Ivy Mauback took over as Mainbrace Editors.

In November 1983, the D.A. ran a coach trip to London to the Camping and Caravanning Exhibition.

January 1984 was the date for another coach trip, this time to the Brighton Ice Show.

 A sad event during the year was the demise of Mr. Bill Hudson, one of the founder members of the D.A.

Although the Temporary Holiday site at Hillhampton was discontinued due to lack of support, the ten day meet at Maddoxford farm, to coincide with the celebrations for the 40th. Anniversary of D. Day was a great success. Due to the excellent organisation by Des Thorpe-Tracy, this was deemed to be one of the D.A.’s most notable meets. Many letters of thanks and praise were received by the D.A. in respect of this meet.

 The Theme for the Children’s meet at Furzehill Farm was “In Space”.

Another successful weekend during 1984 was the joint meet with Southern Region Trailer Tent Group at Liphook.

At the National Feast of Lanterns at Shepton Mallet, Solent D.A. won a Street Prize. Much credit for this must go to Beryl Hawkins and Eileen Buck who both worked tirelessly on this venture.
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Hilda and Arthur Walker took over as Social Secretary and Barbara Burnett was C.C.J. Leader. Peter Watson and Mr. Beard were both elected to Southern Region Council.

A major expenditure for the D.A. in 1985 was the purchase of a new generator for £403.00. 

Solent D.A. C.C.Y. won the Volleyball Competition at the National C.C.Y. Rally and John Brown assures me that the medals are still held to prove it!

At the 1985 A.G.M. Ron Smith was presented with a silver tankard inscribed in recognition of his hard work towing vehicles off fields, finding sites etc.

Cyril Turner was editor of Mainbrace.

The last Dinner/Dance was held at Portchester Community Centre in January 1986. This was replaced by the Anniversary Social.

The early August meet at Ropley in 1986 produced a Sunday morning of torrential rain. Undaunted, Jack and Betty Trimmings (on loan from Hants. D.A.) with much encouragement from Ian Dougal and Bob Grant set up a sunshade(!) in the middle of the camping field. Despite the downpour of tropical proportions, the D.A. had a coffee morning!

 Bill Day claimed that the water dripping from Ian Dougal’s brolley was filling his coffee cup faster that he could drink it! Thanks to the courtesy of Jean King, who trekked across the soggy field, Len and Vera Strugnell were able to enjoy their coffee in the comfort of their van.

The 1986 weather was not all bad, which was lucky for Solent D.A. who were hosts that year for the Southern Region Meet. Thanks to much hard work by many members of the D.A., this was a great success. The meet was held at Furzehill Farm, Denmead, in glorious June sunshine. This brought much relief to the D.A. Committee. who had decided not to hire a marquee for the occasion. Only a week before the meet the field was under water as result of torrential rainstorms.

 At the closing ceremony some members, led by Jim Langley, Barry Foot and Fred Buck decided that the Chairman should be seconded on a throne. Much to the amusement of those in attendance, Bill Day was lifted bodily and placed on “a loo” which had been set up in the centre of the stage for this purpose.

The Southern Region Chairperson, Ann Ellis, was in attendance at this meet.

During 1986 the D.A. purchased a trailer for its use and also during this year Bill Day was elected to Southern Region Council.

At the A.G.M. Cliff Burnett took up the reins as Chairman, with Sandra Honey as Vice Chairman. The Treasurer was Des Thorpe-Tracey and the Secretary was Eileen Mauback.

Dick and Jill bates were brave (or should it be mad) enough to volunteer to steward the first Early Bird’s Meet in March 1987. Fortunately there was an invitation to the Southern Region Trailer Tent Group, who outnumbered our D.A. members at this meet. Since then our Early Bird’s Meet has been held in January of each year and ironically it has experienced better weather and more support.

During 1987 Solent D.A. lost two of its staunch supporters with the deaths of John Rooney and Mrs. Beryl Hutchings.
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At the A.G.M. Cliff Burnett continued the Chairmanship, with Mrs Alma Day as the elected Vice Chairman and Mrs.Freda Smith as Secretary. Des Thorpe-Tracey continued as Treasurer.

A decision was taken to open all sites at 3.00p.m. for the following season.

Mr Ralph New, on behalf of Mrs M. Rooney, presented the John Rooney Memorial Clock to the D.A. At her request this is presented annually to the elected D.A.  Chairman. Mr. Cliff Burnett expressed his pleasure at being the first to receive the clock.

The D.A. experimented with a series of five-day meets throughout the summer of 1988, but these did not meet with much support

May Day 1988 at Racton Park Farm was the date of the first D.A. Happy Hour – partaking, an unforgettable experience.

On May 30th. 1988. George and Margaret Wade celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary.

Whilst stewarding at Hunston Lodge Meet at Chichester, Vi. Watts celebrated her 75th. birthday with four generations of her family in attendance.

Another successful Children’s Meet was run by Cliff Burnett at Maddoxford Farm. 120 children were entertained with a “Jungle Theme”.

At the 1988 A.G.M. Alma Day became our second lady Chairperson, with Ian Dougal as Vice Chairman, Des Thorpe-Tracey as Treasurer and Freda Smith as Secretary.

It was agreed to start a Chairman’s Charity with the first year’s donations to go to the Blendworth Centre.

The Regional Youth Rally at Inhams Lane, Denmead was run by Solent D.A. C.C.Y. in May 1989.

There was another successful Temporary Holiday Site at Ipplepen in south Devon, which was ably run yet again by Des Thorpe-Tracey and Alan and Barbara Wilks.

A pre N.F.O.L. Temporary Holiday Site was run at Maddoxford Farm.

The C.C.J. was revived again by Dave and Sue Ellwood.

The highlight of the year for many Solent D.A. members was the National Feast of Lanterns at Stratfield Saye, near Reading. The D.A. entered the Gun Carriage Race, with Fred Buck and Barry Foot providing of the material, Alan Wilks and Barry Foot set about the complex task of constructing our gun, with its “secret formula” for quick assembly. Barbara Wilks designed a Gun Carriage Uniform and our crew certainly looked the smartest when lining up in the arena for the initial heats. Our young energetic crew were ably led by “veteran” Dave Parr and successfully made their way through to the final. Unfortunately the seizing of a wheel on the gun caused a major problems and it was only due to much hard work on the field at the N.F.O.L. by Fred Buck and many willing assistance that remedied the problem to enable Solent D.A. to win the final.

The Solent D.A. team were presented with Gun Carriage Trophy, now in the care of Alan Wilks. The individual crew members also received small replicas. 

At the Solent D.A.’s Feast of Lanterns we were pleased to be joined by Hants D.A.
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During 1989 the D.A. lost two of its’ well known members with demise of George Wade and Arthur Edwards.

At Christmas 1989 Nicky Watton took over as Social Secretary from Margaret Buckley who, for personal reasons, reluctantly resigned after several years of hard in connection with social activities of the D.A.

Over the years the following Youth Members have successfully passed their tests: -

1973 Erica Moore: M.S. Mackston: J. Morey.

1974 Ron Maxfield: Elaine Beard: Ian Sayer: Heather Rooney: Janice Garner: Richard Hawkins: Jane Edwards: Raymond Watson: Julie Walker: Mark Savage: Chris Dean: Barry Rooney: Sue Dean: Steven Beard: Paul Garner: Ann Buck; Carol Buck.

1975 J.G. Sparshott.

1976 James Buck: Neil Beard: David Watson: Kay Spencer: Shane Smith.

1977 Lyn Bandy.

1978 M.L. Wade: S.J. Overal: Julie Foot.

1979 Karen Brown: Annalisa Fraser: Amanda Wickens: Donald Cushing: Karl Napper.

1980 Debra Anderson

1981 Elaine Fry

1982 Gary Rosenfeld

1983 Heidi Fraser: David Brown

     1986   Linda Brown: Karen Polkinghorn

     1987   Sharon Dennett

     1988   Gary Dennett

     1989   Richard Simmonds: Lee Claydon: Sam Parr

                     .

With success by so many youngsters this must bode well for the future of Solent D.A. and this reflects in high turnout of members at our meets.

May Day 1990 at Racton Park Farm so ably stewarded by Dick and Jill Bates with Ron and Freda Smith had 89 units, 17 youth and 5 C.CJ. in attendance. The 50’s/60’s evening in the barn brought back nostalgic memories of “proper music” with Alex Binnie and Maddy Dougal taking the prizes for the most authentic outfits.  

Enthusiastic members, a keen Committee with support on the field and at the social events must indicate a bright future for Solent D.A. We look forward to the next 21 years-

SOLENT D.A.

THIS IS YOUR LIFE

SOLENT D.A. 

THIS IS YOUR LIFE

Grateful thanks must go to Ron and Freda Smith for searching through the Records to provide this information.

Also to Ian and Maddy Dougal for writing the story.

The history of Solent D.A, as presented in this book was read out by Paul Watton at the Godshill Anniversary Meet to whom grateful thanks are also due for the pleasure that it provided.

With the passage of 21 years many things have happened, far to many to have included them all. The compilers of this tale have taken great pains to produce a balanced result. Inevitably there will be events, which the reader may feel, even strongly, should have been included. All is not lost because it is but a short four years to the Solent Silver Jubilee. Therefore, if you have some noteworthy items for inclusion write them down and pass them to a Committee member for consideration for the 25-year addition.

