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Chairman’s Pitch

This is the very last time that I will be writing here as Region Chairman. I would, therefore, like to take this opportunity to thank all of my colleagues on the Council and Committees throughout the DAs, Sections and Groups for their help and support in ensuring that the Region continues to flourish. That’s not to say that all has been plain sailing. Inevitably in a very people focussed organisation such as ours there will be difficulties to overcome which range from sudden vacancies on committees to disputes about a variety of camping related activities. Thanks to the goodwill and hard work of all concerned, committee posts have been filled and disputes resolved. I like to think that it’s one of the Club’s great strengths that when there are difficulties there is a willing resource to help out. It’s relevant to raise this topic at this time of year because we are fast approaching the end of season round of AGMs. If you are reading this in time and your talents and spare time are available to give back to the Club in the form of service on a committee, manning a show recruitment stand, stewarding meets, or in the myriad of other events that require a willing workforce, then please consider giving it a go. Of course the other side of the coin needs to be considered also; it would be nice to see and hear more of people being thanked for what they do rather than criticised for what they have neglected or have done slightly incorrectly. It’s easy to forget that those that do these things on our behalf are often doing their best while juggling the conflicts of time, family and financial constraints – and it ain’t always easy! So if you see someone struggling, offer them a hand and, if you are organising something, don’t be too proud to accept the hand being offered. I think we all find that doing things as part of a group or team can be very enjoyable and rewarding. Finally, Su and I thank all our friends both old and new for making these last two years so enjoyable. I hope there’s still lots more to come. We look forward to seeing you at the remaining events left to this year’s season and of course in future seasons.

Safe journeys, David

Late Camping Weekend, AGM &

Chairman’s Dinner Dance.

Dinner Dance tickets are available now from your DA secretaries or contact Graham Hobson 
Camping will be available so please come along.  You don’t have to come to the Dinner to camp but if you’ve got a couple of hours on Saturday morning going spare then come along to the AGM and see how your region works. (See the diary for details)

CCY Matters

Well done to all the CCY who took their Camping Test at the Late Meet hosted by Waterside at Netley RVCP. Special congratulations go to all of those who passed the Test this time. Let’s hope it’s only the start of the great camping adventure.

Please see the Region Fixture book or Region Diary for organised events or e-mail Pete & Sheila (RYLO) rylo@southernregion.org.uk. Alternatively just ask your youth leader.

If you are between 12 and 17 years old you really ought to find out what’s available for your enjoyment and entertainment – learn to camp, travel the world (or at least your local countryside) and have a great time with a really good and friendly crowd.

Southern Region THS Swanage 2003

This year Dave and I took the grandchildren down for the weekend.  As usual Sybil, Janet and Paul made us and all the other members of the Club who were camping very welcome.  They always seem to lay on the good weather for us.  We went down over the 2nd weekend of the carnival and had front row views of the fireworks display. The number of unit nights camped was up this year by 17% on 2002 to 989.  Temporary members were also up on last year as were extra adults camping. So once again this was a very successful meet.

Mt Peter Brown has volunteered to take on the role of co-ordinator with Sybil, Janet and Paul doing sterling service as Stewards once again for next year.

PRO

During the Horsham show 31 new members were recruited and the Wokingham show had 62 - not bad going. Many thanks to the DA members who manned these shows.  If any member fancies ‘giving up’ a weekend (I use this term very lightly) of camping to man or help man a stand you should get in touch with your DA PRO or Su Lee who is the SR PRO.  You get all your out of pocket expenses paid i.e. Petrol to and from, Camping fees and a meal allowance. And to top all that you will have a good time.

Southern Region Summer Meet June 2004

Waterside is hosting this meet at the ever-popular site New Park Farm, Brockenhurst. So mark this one down in your calendar for next year. The members at the Region AGM in November will judge the pennon design for this meet so please send in your proposed designs (3 colours only) to Waterside DA or Region Secretary well before then and don’t forget to put your name, address and contact number on the reverse. The theme will be ‘Cowboys and Indians’.

National Council Report

The new HQ office accommodation is on schedule and should be ready for occupancy in April 2004.

David Welsford has re-introduced the idea of a National Council Seminar/conference as it has been many years since the last one..This will be held late 2004 at the Woodside Conference Centre.

The memorial to Ralph Lee was due to be delivered to Blackmoor Club site in August.

The Clubs Financial Year is to change in 2004/2005. Guidelines will be sent to all units.

Congratulations

BIG CONGRATULATIONS GO TO ADAM BOWDEN who was awarded 3rd place in the Young Achiever, at the NFOL.  He received a 3 man Coleman tent and sleeping bag, and two framed certificates.  Our Southern Region Youth do do us proud.

Hants DA won the under 25yo group in the NFOL Mardi Gras.

I.O.W. DA had their 25th Anniversary meet and several founder members came out for the day’s festivities.

Solent DA won the over 25yo group in the NFOL Mardi Gras and also won the Area Street Scene.

Ken Honey (Solent DA) won the individual presentation in their area.

The Boating Group won the best street scene at the NFOL

West Sussex DA won First Prize in their category in the Littlehampton Carnival.

SAD TO SEE YOU GO

Charles and Dora Butcher are retiring from camping and caravanning with the Club. Oh yes I can hear you all say so what’s so special about that. Well when you consider that they have been camping with our club for 70 yes I do mean 70 years that’s what’s special.  We first met them 20 years ago when we first started camping with the Southern and Wessex BCC and our paths have crossed many times over the years. At the S&W 40th Anniversary meet last year we were looking at their pennon collection, one of their earliest was dated 1931. We wish them a long and happy ‘retirement’.

SOUTHERN REGION WEBSITE

www.southernregion.org.uk
While this is an excellent site it still has even greater potential – just as long as you, the members, send in information and news for the benefit of all. It can also provide the various DAs and Groups within the Region, particularly those who do not have the benefit of electronic communications, with a forum and billboard for their activities as well. Please feel free to contact us with comments, suggestions or input – all will be gratefully received. You will also find a route to contact the various officers on the council electronically for those who are web-enabled.

Southern Region Diary 2003/4

	Nov
	21-23
	REGION LATE CAMPING WEEKEND, RVCP, NETLEY

	
	22
	1030 REGION AGM, EMPIRE ROOMS, RVCP, NETLEY

	
	22
	(ON COMPLETION OF AGM) REGION COUNCIL, EMPIRE ROOMS, RVCP, NETLEY

	
	22
	1800 DINNER DANCE, EMPIRE ROOMS, RVCP, NETLEY

	June
	11-13
	REGION SUMMER MEET, NEW PARK FARM< BROCKENHURST

	July 24 to 
	Aug 18
	(dates to be confirmed) REGION THS, KNITSON FARM SWANAGE


Please inform the Region Secretary, your DA/Group/Section Reps or any other member of the Council if you have dates that could usefully be added to this diary without unnecessarily duplicating the fixture book.

If you would like to receive this Newsletter by email then please let me know at the address above.

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE IS 

November 30th 2003

Camping and Caravanning Club

Southern Region

Chairman’s Dinner & Dance

The Empire Rooms

Royal Victoria Country Park

Saturday 22nd November 2003
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MENU

A Soup of Southern Distinction

~ o ~

Region Roast Leg of Pork

infused with Sage and Lemon and



served with a Honey and Brandy Sauce
~ o ~

Profiteroles filled with a Grand Marnier Cream

and served with a delicious Chocolate Sauce 



Dancing to Bad Advice
Doors open 6pm for 7pm Dinner, Dancing until Midnight

£23

Camping in Rally Site        Corkage £5.25       Dress Collar & Tie
Tickets available from DA Secretaries

Tickets can also be reserved online: www.southernregion.org.uk 
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