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Chairman’s Pitch
What a super summer we’ve been having and I’m not just referring to the weather. It’s been great to see so many of you out at various meets; we’re hoping to see the rest of you soon. Whilst summer has drawn to a close it seems the season is still under full steam.  

The Region holiday site (which was temporary! some of you know what I’m talking about) at Knitson Farm showed an increase in attendance this year. It’s ideal Swanage location so close to all the best Dorset attractions and famous beaches seems to be drawing ‘em’ in from all over. Even the Swanage Carnival seemed to have more this year. I hope this trend continues and look forward to going back next summer. Thanks to Janet, Paul and Cybil for making all our visitors so welcome.  

I suppose I should mention the NFOL at Detling in Kent. As a Region, using the words of a famous TV host, “Didn’t we do well” It’s not unusual for members of the Southern Region to be picking up prizes at the NFOL but this year it seemed that wherever prizes were being dished out Southern Region members were there to collect. To summarise region triumphs: Best over 25 Mardis Gras- Solent DA, Best under 25 Mardis Gras- Southern Region, Both Solent DA and Southern Region won best street in area. Several best unit in areas were also awarded to members from around the Southern Region.  Best Street overall was won by Southern Region. Our Region Young Achiever, Lewis Voysey, came 3rd in the National Final of the competition. I’m sure I’ve missed some – sorry!  We probably picked up some raffle prizes too! Hampshire DA’s Mardis Gras entry saw a church complete with congregation. The choirboy costumes were realistic though I’m not too sure about the choirboys filling them! Never mind the vicar was there to sort out the sinners. Solent DA is SOUTHERN REGION NEWSLETTER.
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famous for excellent Mardis Gras entries and after the summer meet I was expecting them to push their boat out again. I didn’t expect them to be pushing out two! The Ark Royal and the Victory (complete with ration dispensers for the crews daily tot). Solent even arranged for a Red Arrows flyby courtesy of their CCJ. The Region entry included some very colourful saris; men in pyjamas and some dodgy head wear. I didn’t get to go round all the street scenes but did enjoy Waterside’s ‘Film Festival’. It took me a while to recognise some of them in their posh Oscar frocks (perhaps a dress rehearsal for the Region Dinner and Dance). I then went looking for Solent. It didn’t take long before two 20ft lighthouses caught my attention! A seagull wee’d on me at their ‘Festival of the Sea’ before I was accosted by some Pompy street ladies (Though I guessed they didn’t usually hang around Naval bases – they were too pretty!!! – oh and one of them looked a little too comfortable in drag – I’ll say no more but the pictures are on the Region website). I can’t remember a previous Southern Region NFOL block booking but I can remember it being suggested and rejected through lack of interest on a few occasions. Well-done Trevor for getting 17 units from all over. It is not easy to coordinate a street scene when members’ houses (have you noticed how I call my house a house and my caravan my home now!) are spread so far apart. I don’t think any of us expected for our Divali street scene to win. None the less thanks to an excellent effort by all we achieved an authentic Divali atmosphere. Whilst the street was down to the team effort I think Tracy and Gary’s curry was probably responsible for so many repeat visitors. To all the sailors, strumpets, singers, sinners, stars, sahibs and lady-mem-sahibs I am thanking-you-most-kindly for making the SR and its DA’s so prominent at the Club’s largest event.

We just got back from the Region Late Youth Meet hosted by Loddon DA at Highclere Castle. There were four youth on test, two of whom successfully achieved the high standard required for a pass. Well done Thomas and Kirsty. I hope the other two will persevere and soon join the Club’s elite ranks of tested youth. It was nice to see so much adult support for the meet and so many units lighting up for the DA FOL. Thank you Loddon and the CCY Leader / Tester team. 

Preparations for the 2006 Summer Meet are well underway. In the last edition I wrote that Solent left a tough act to follow. West Sussex have risen to the challenge and are aiming to improve on the superlative. The theme is Las Vegas and the venue is Paddock Wood Farm at Wineham. Watch this space.

Tickets for the Southern Region Dinner & Dance, on Saturday 19th November in the Empire Rooms at Royal Victoria Country Park, are on sale now and are available from DA secretaries and also directly from me. Camping is also available that weekend.  

I look forward to seeing you in the field. 

Happy camping

Graham

From the Webmaster

There are lots of gaps in the Region archive on the web. Please send in your photos and any information to help fill those gaps. 
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Young Achievers Competition

With no suggestions coming from the D.A’s, to be an agenda item for the next SR Council Meeting

Southern Region Committee Meeting 2005

The last of this year’s committee meetings will be held on the 19/11/05 at Royal Victoria Country Park. 

Southern Region Holiday Sites (HS). 

Swanage 2006   

Stewards are being sought for this meet – 22nd July to 14th August  (23 nights).    

Southern Region Diary 2005
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Southern Region Council 

There is a vacancy on this council, if you feel that you could fill this vacancy or know of a likely candidate do not hesitate to contact a member of the council.  Candidates will also be required at the SR AGM, names please to SR Secretary. 

SR Summer Meet 2006

This meet is to be hosted by West Sussex D.A. 

8–11 June at Paddockwood Farm, Wineham.  Theme ‘Las Vegas’

PRO

During July the Wokingham show at Gorrick Cottage was manned for three weekends by Solent D.A. and the Bridge Group.  A total of 84 new members were recruited in all a total of 134 new members have been recruited at the Newbury and Wokingham shows.  I would like to thank all those that helped.

Trevor

NPSO for the South Downs

The Club has a new National Parks officer; Mrs Beryl Ireland.  Beryl is taking up her duties with immediate effect although there is to be a short hand-over period.

I have received notification from Hampshire, Loddon, D.A.’ and the Folk Group (Wessex & South East} of meets to be held in the proposed South Downs national Park area for 2006.

In addition to the list of sites provided, the site at Greatham Village Hall appears to lie within the proposed designated area.

Peter M.

RYLO
Peter & Shelia (RYLO) Tel. 023 9245 3093
From D.A’s. & Sections

Hampshire – A good turnout at the Holiday meets.  The new members meet at Broadlands attracted 62 units bur only 3 were new members.

Our FOL was well attended with a theme of ‘Countries of the World’.

Our auction meet held at RVCP raised over £100 which was donated to The ‘Royal Marine Cadet Band, Gosport’.

Isle of Wight. – Since the last SR meeting in June we have had a successful H.S. with numbers up on last year.  August Bank Holiday saw 9 units at a new site at Nettlestone.  12 Units enjoyed the beautiful weather at Freshwater with various activities arranged by the stewards.

I am sorry to report the death of Pat Saunders, she and her husband Bob have been stalwarts of the club for a long time.

Loddon – Our H.S. at Burton Bradstock in June attracted 1088 unit nights.  Our 5 days meet at Highclere Castle attracted 59 units, Tadley Rugby Club 7 units, Bentworth 4 units, Bishops Green 2 units and Ashmondsworth 2 units.  Our H.S. at Halesworth realised 114 unit nights and our H.S. at Burton Bradstock in August had 1591 unit nights. 

Royal County Berkshire – From our Boating & BBQ meet in June through to our H.S. at Wellington Country Park the weather was kind to us and the units attending have been around our usual numbers.  Our youth members came back from Plymouth well pleased with most things and they are looking forward to the Region late Youth meet at Highclere Castle. 

Solent – Our 3 H.S. Barnham, Chichester and Hayling Island were all successful.  Our Children’s meet had many visitors and all the under 12’s were fed and watered.  All are welcome to our social at Hayling Island in October-Halloween, theme Doctors & Nurses.    

We are holding our New Years meet at Testwood School; do not leave it too late to book!

Waterside – We have held meets at Frogham which was well attended, Blissford was little dissapointing, Bucklers Hard well attended, Lower Exbury another well attended meet. Carringtons, New Park Farm and RVCP always well attended.  Our FOL and Halloween will be held at Blissford. 

BCC – Both areas of the BCC had a good number of units attending the BCC AGM & FOL at Sandringham.  Under the new constitution London & Thames Valley BCC will come under the Chiltern Region

Boating Group – Our Family on the Water weekend was judged to be a huge success, the site was full.  Our sponsors received several orders, some people attended as day visitors.  We did managed to mount a display at the NFOL.  

Wessex Folk Group – 17 units braved the weather at Wildhern village hall, 14 units camped at Maddoxford Farm Botley to coincide with the Festival of the Sea.  19 units camped at one of our favourite sites ‘Frogham’ .  Meets have also been held at Duncton, Norley Wood and Overton School, Bosham.  

*******************

From the Editor

Deadline for the next issue of the ‘Newsletter’ - November 28th 2005

Please do try to meet the deadline date.

A distraught lorry driver ran into the Police Station shouting, “Officer, come quickly, I’ve just run a car towing a caravan into a ditch”. 

“I’m sorry, I’m afraid its Sunday sir”, said the officer, “You can’t collect the reward until tomorrow”.

  Peter
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