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CHAIRMAN’S PITCH
Hello Campers

In December’s chairman’s pitch I reported of an autumn of camping opportunities without the usual rush of AGMs. In contrast this winter has been one of the busiest I can remember. There have been the usual walks, social gatherings and of course camping. The AGM season started in February and will continue for DAs until Easter.

The Region AGM will be 20th May at the Blackmoor Orchards at Borden, camping is available and a social programme is also planned. Please do come along and have a say in how your Region is run.

The CCY had another successful Winter Meet at Tilford in January where snowflake badges were earned and a great time was had by all who attended. The CCY Leader and Tester teams also met and camped at Greatham in February. As a region we are very grateful to these volunteers who give up their time for our CCY members.

Preparations are well underway for the Southern Region Summer Meet to be held at Paddock Wood Farm, Wineham. This year hosted by West Sussex DA. The theme for the meet is Las Vegas and a very full and glitzy programme has been arranged. The dates are 9th to 11th June.  Camping with some entertainment at the site will also be available from Thursday 8th June if you want to arrive early.

On a sadder note I report the death of Olive Reay, Club Vice President and Past Chairman of the Club. The funeral service was held at Thatcham. The chapel was packed and Olive will be sadly missed. Her contributions to the club over the years will continue to benefit members for years to come. Our love goes to Sid and his family
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Now the weather is improving I hope to be seeing more and more of you with grass under your feet. Don’t forget to tell your friends about the good times you’ve had and are going to have.

Happy camping

Graham

Chairman of the Southern Region

**********
FROM THE WEBMASTER:
The webmaster would really like to have your photos and stories to go into the region archive. We are also trying to build a database of sites used by DA’s of the Southern Region and any photos / information will be gratefully received.
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SOUTHERN REGION AGM
This is to be held in the hall at Blackmoor Apple Farm on the 20th May 2006 starting at 10.30. Camping is available over the weekend.

SOUTHERN REGION COUNCIL 
There is vacancies on this council, if you feel that you could fill one of these vacancies or know of a likely candidate do not hesitate to contact a member of the council.  

YOUNG ACHIEVERS COMPETITION
With no suggestions coming from the D.A’s, to be an agenda item for the next SR Council Meeting

SOUTHERN REGION H.S.
22 July - 14 August 2006, Knitson Farm, Corfe Castle, Swanage. 

Southern Region invites all units to this site which, is located in the beautiful Purbeck Hills. 
SOUTHERN REGION DIARY 2006
	19-21 May
	Camping at Blackmoor Apple Farm. Site opens noon.
Map Ref. 186/778335

	20 May

10:30 am
	Southern Region AGM, Blackmoor Apple Farm 

	20 May
	Southern Region Council Meeting

after AGM

	9-11 June
	SR Summer Meet. Paddock Wood Farm Wineham M.Ref.198/238183

	22 July

14 August
	SR Holiday Meet - Knitson Farm

Swanage

	20 Sep

7:45 pm
	Southern Region Council Meeting

Petersfield

	15 Nov

7:45 pm
	Southern Region Council Meeting

Petersfield

	18 Nov
	SR Dinner/Dance.  

	23-27 Dec
	To be confirmed - SR Christmas Meet. Purbrook School Park. Booked meet.


SR SUMMER MEET 2006
This meet is to be hosted by West Sussex D.A. at Paddock Wood Farm at Wineham. 8–11 June Theme ‘Las Vegas’

RYLO

Peter & Shelia have been re-appointed (RYLO) by the Southern Region Council.  

FROM D.A’s. & SECTIONS
HAMPSHIRE 

We had a good Christmas Party with fun and games for all ages. Walks were held monthly throughout the winter months.  A new committee was elected at our AGM that was held on the 4th February 2006.  Our camping season begins in March and we have also in that month a Conservation Meet to be held at Manor Farm Country Park.

ISLE of WIGHT. 

Since the last report in November, we had a very enjoyable circular walk around the Devils Chimney in Shanklin on a sunny and crisp day.  There were twenty walkers in total plus a few dogs.  New year was spend at Rookley Park, where sixteen attended the party, although only four units camped overnight.  The proposed dinner dance had to be cancelled due to lack of interest, so our next meeting will be our AGM in early March atthe Orchards Newbridge
LODDON
My last report in November stated that we had only eight units on site at Bashley Park. This did not change, but the twenty plus units the New Forest DA had the same weekend increased to 44 units.  As I previously stated in my earlier report a lack of numbers was partly due to the fact that the meet was not published in our National magazine. 
Our Christmas party was well attended with the visit from Father Christmas with toys for the younger members. Ours New Year’s and meet at Mychett was not well attended but was enjoyed by those who did attend.  Skittles meet at the beginning of the month was enjoyed by 35 members.  Our AGM with be held on Easter Sunday at our birthday meet at Overton school.
ROYAL COUNTRY of BERKSHIRE
At our AGM on the 4th February 2006 it was reported that we had a good 2005, unit nights were up, youth numbers also up and the Bridge group is developing.

The AGM was attended by 33 members with Graham Hobson the Southern Region Chairman in attendance. We agreed the new constitution and are now working in accordance with the Voluntary Officers Manual. We have a full committee of fourteen members with all posts filled.  A full program of events is planned for 2006 starting in mid March running through too early October.
SOLENT
Solent had again a very successful New Year meet, probably to good as numbers will be limited next year due to space.
We shall be holding our Anniversary Social this weekend followed by the AGM. The new committee would appoint a representative for 2006 to 2007 as my turn comes to and end this weekend.  The committee request clearance to purchase two new party marquees and approximate cost of £250.00 plus VAT.
WEST SUSSEX
Has been organizing winter season walks. We also have had our annual skittles evening which was well attended. The Southern Region Summer Meet organization is well underway.  Our AGM will be held at our Easter meet.
BRITISH CARAVANNER’S CLUB
Southern & Wessex have enjoyed a good winter season starting in December with 40 members attending a winter walk at Frogham, followed by soup and rolls in the village hall.
New Year 33 members enjoyed a new year’s social.  Dinner at the Foresters Arms at Frogham was not so well supported this year with only fourteen members sitting down to dinner.  
We held a Valentine social at Copythorne Scout hall to end the winter season.

Our AGM will take place on Sunday the 26th of March at Furzebrook village hall.
BOATING GROUP
Our National Council met at Stourbridge in the West Midlands on the 21st January. We have received a new standardized Constitution although the club declined to provide us with sufficient copies to permit us to issue it to all of our members.  
The council considered it important for our members to know what the groups rules are so an abridged version is being issued with the safety code.  We have also received three copies of the new Voluntary Officers Manual.  We needed extra copies for a number of other team members and has now received and electronic version for distribution to them.  The bad news is the format appears to be very latest version of Acrobat so that much of the document is unavailable to those of us who are unwilling to expensively upgrade the software at regular and frequent intervals. 
WESSEX FOLK GROUP
Wessex Christmas party was held again at Overton school, eight families were brave enough to camp.  On the Saturday evening about 60 persons joined in the Ceilidh, which was enjoyed by them all.
We are starting off 2006 with the new venue Chute village hall on the 17th – 19th of February to celebrate our Wessex 27th birthday.
**********
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The deadline for the next issue of the Southern Region Newsletter is:-  

JUNE 5TH 2006
Please make sure that you meet this deadline if you have information that you require to be published.  






     Peter
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