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Chairman’s Pitch

Get to know your Chairman.

[image: image4.wmf]I write this having just returned from Hampshire DA's Christmas party where I must say that my whole family had a wonderful time, 'The best time ever' according to daughter Hayley (5). Every aspect of the event was well organised and supported. My thanks must go to all those of Hants DA who worked so hard to make the evening a success. It is these volunteers and the volunteers of other DAs within the region who enable us to enjoy what has come to be known as 'our style' of camping. It never ceases to amaze me the amount of effort, often in adverse weather conditions and out of hours, undertaken by volunteer club members who give so freely of themselves for other members, often doing thankless tasks. The 'thankless' bit is something we can all work towards changing. Your positive feedback is always appreciated.
[image: image5.png]


At the Region AGM Dave Parr and various councillors reported on another successful year for the Southern Region. Several good ideas were raised at the members meeting which followed. The same evening saw the Chairman’s Dinner and Dance where everyone seemed to enjoy themselves and the mood was definitely up (Rugby World Cup day). We were glad to welcome Mr David Batty (Club Vice Chairman) and his wife Maureen all the way from Scotland as our guests of honour. The Frank Pratt Trophy was awarded to Steve Denyer for his many services to the Southern Region. Particular note must be paid to the dashing gentlemen of RC Berkshire DA for their matching bow ties in DA colours (red and yellow) which happen to be the same as Region colours. At one point it was difficult to see where the bunting stopped!
You may be reading this newsletter for the first time, you may be new to DA camping and wondering 'What is the Southern Region?' I ask myself the same question frequently. Of course Regions are defined by the club's various constitutions but the Southern Region means more than that to so many people. The Southern Region consists of 7 DAs and some of the clubs special interest sections: Loddon DA, Hampshire DA, Isle Of Wight DA, R C Berkshire DA, Solent DA, Waterside DA, West Sussex DA, Folk Group, Photo Group, Trailer Tent & Folding Camper Section, Boating Group and the Southern Region Bridge Group. All of whom are based geographically close to each other. All are special in their own way and contribute to the unique diversity of our club. Under the banner of the Southern Region and through the Southern Region Council the DAs and sections liase to make sure there is plenty of variety and choice through the Region, they are able to share equipment, experiences and ideas. Events can be co-ordinated and timed to best effect. The Region Council also provides support and stability to the DAs and Sections and often acts as a safety buffer for them. 

All DAs and Sections of the Southern Region come together for special events throughout the calendar. It is at these events where the true sense of 'Southern Region' becomes more visible. This sense of Region is probably at its most obvious when our Region's Youth camp as a whole. Their camaraderie, dedication to each other, high standards and our Region's tradition for a good turnout at youth events is something of which, as a Region, we can be truly proud.
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The Region Council, like the DA and Section committees, is made up of dedicated volunteers. I feel especially privileged that my chairship falls at a time when the council is made up of such extremely able councillors. I know this sentiment echoes that of previous chairpersons, which just reinforces the fact that the Southern Region consistently delivers the best.

I have always held the council in high regard which makes this position even more humbling for me. When I look at ‘the gong’ I am only too aware of all the names of the previous chairpersons attached to the ribbon, most of which I have known and revered. They have set an extremely high standard so at the outset of my chairship my feelings are a mixture of high hopes for the region’s future and my trepidation at the daunting yardstick against which my term in office will be measured. I am very grateful for the encouragement’s I have received so far from member’s -you know who you are! I would particularly like to take this opportunity to thank Dave & Su Parr (Su please don’t edit this out) for all their help and advice and for generally taking Nicky and I under your wing over the last 2 years.

My paternal and maternal grandparents were club members and my parents met through the club so perhaps I have the club to thank for my existence. I'm further indebted to the club for it was at the NFOL at Hadlow that I met Nicky also from a camping family. For her sins she is now my wife and I rely on her greatly for so many things. Now I’m 29 and we have 2 children. Harry (7) went to camp the first day he came out of hospital. Hayley's first camping experience was an Easter meet aged 4 days. I think we may have grass growing in our veins!

My focuses now are to encourage the spirit of the Southern Region and to further promote ‘our style’ of camping in a world where professional advertisers are getting more and more competent at keeping the uninitiated at home. Look forward to some great times ahead. 

There is loads of stuff going on so watch this space…..but for now I have to leave room for the important stuff in the newsletter.

Just one thing, if you see me please talk to me because I want to get to know you and I can be quite shy! Honest!

The adventure goes on......Happy Camping

Graham

  If you want to found out more about the Southern Region, its DAs, special interest sections, CCY (youth), or events then please visit the region’s website: www.southernregion.org.uk 

or contact Jay our region secretary. More details can be found in your Member’s Services Directory.

Southern Region Council 2003/2004

At a previous Southern Region Council meeting Paul Adams was again appointed SR Treasurer.

Also Peter & Sheila Bowden were again appointed SR Youth Liaison Officers.
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There are still three vacancies on the Region Council for which the Council is seeking potential co-optees.

The Club AGM is to be held on March 6th, 2004 at the Copped Beech Hotel, Bracknell.  The  Region is looking into possible camping sites. So keep an eye on the Region website or Out & About for further details.
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CCY Fixtures List for 2004

Please see the Region Fixture Book or Region Diary for organised events or call Pete & Sheila (RYLO) on 02392 453093. Alternatively just ask your youth leader.

If you are between 12 and 17 years old you really ought to find out what’s available for your enjoyment and entertainment – learn to camp, travel the world (or at least your local countryside) and have a great time with a really good and friendly crowd.
PRO

If you fancy manning a recruitment stand next year then let Sue Lee know.  You get all your travelling expenses paid plus meal allowances and free camping, worth thinking about!

THS Swanage 2004
As always the Region THS will be held in Swanage – see the Out and About section for details  Come along and lend your support in a fantastic area of the Dorset Coast.

Summer Meet Pennon
At the SR AGM there were six pennon designs which members had sent in.  After a re-count the Chairman cast the deciding vote and the design chosen was by Dan Adams from West Sussex.

Southern Region Website

www.southernregion.org.uk

While this is an excellent site it still has even greater potential – just as long as you, the members, send in information and news for the benefit of all. It can also provide the various DAs and Groups within the Region, particularly those who do not have the benefit of electronic communications, with a forum and billboard for their activities as well. Please feel free to contact us with comments, suggestions or input – all will be gratefully received. You will also find a route to contact the various officers on the council electronically for those who are web-enabled.

Southern Region Diary 2004

	Feb
	18 tbc
	Region Council Meeting

	April
	21 tbc
	Region Council Meeting

	June
	11-13
	Summer Meet - Brockenhurst

	June 
	16 tbc
	Region Council Meeting

	July
	24 to
	Region Holiday Site - Swanage

	Aug
	18
	

	Sept
	22 tbc
	Region Council Meeting

	Nov
	20
	Region AGM & Dinner Dance

	
	
	


tbc = to be confirmed

Please inform the Region Secretary, your DA/Group/Section Reps or any other member of the Council if you have dates that could usefully be added to this diary without unnecessarily duplicating the fixture book.

Last Past

Dear All,

I am writing to tell you all how delighted I was to be presented with the Frank Pratt memorial trophy at the Region Dinner Dance last Saturday 22nd November. I am very proud to be the holder of this for a year especially as it is in Frank’s memory.  I certainly  knew him as a friend, founding father of the region and mentor to new councillors, including me.

It was very hard to just walk away after the AGM having been involved for around 15 years starting as DA Rep and finishing as Past Chairman last weekend.  Although our working for the Club disallows me to continue serving the Region on Council, I will always continue to promote our special type of camping to all who will listen, indeed several DA’s and Sections have by our efforts had visits from previous club site only campers, including two weeks at a THS in one case.

Reversing things a bit it is my intention to promote the benefits of DA’s, Groups and Sections using Club Sites at various times of the year, mainly the wet sticky ones!!! But more of that elsewhere.

We will do our best to attend Region events in the future and will be pleased to hear how things are going from time to time, meanwhile Christine and I would like to wish Southern Region Council 2004 all our best wishes especially to Graham your new and so young!! Chairman and to  the new councillors and reps who have taken up the challenge of serving our Club.

Seasons greetings and wishing you all a great 2004.

Steve and Christine Denyer.




If you would like to receive this Newsletter by email then please let me know at the address above.

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE IS 

1st March 2004
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A MERRY CHRISTMAS

AND

A HAPPY NEW YEAR

[image: image9.wmf]TO ALL OUR MEMBERS

FROM

YOUR SOUTHERN REGION COUNCIL

� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





Welcome to the


50th edition of the Newsletter


December 2003





SOUTHERN REGION NEWSLETTER





EDITOR 	Su Parr





newslettereditor@southernregion.org.uk











� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���








[image: image10.png]


_1070038442

_1070038495

_1069436408

