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Editorial

This issue is going to be slim as nearly everyone is on holiday. 

Sad to report that Peter Bowden, SR RYLO, has suffered serious injury following a ‘highside’ get off from his track day bike at Lydden circuit in Kent. The very good news is that he is now making good progress, although he was obviously still very sore when four of us visited him and Sheila in Canterbury hospital 14th August. He was still connected to one or two tubes but putting a brave face on it despite some nasty breaks and a fair old bang on the head. They were hoping to be back home before the Bank holiday weekend. We wish Pete a speedy recovery.

Congratulations to Nicky and Graham who have had a daughter, Olivia Harmony Rose, at East Surrey Hospital at 04:20 12th August, Weight 7lb 7oz. Nicky and baby are both fine.

Dave and I have not long been back from Swanage.  We went down there for a few days to see the carnival and fireworks display, and have a quiet rest.  It was so quiet, not any motorway noise in earshot, bliss.

Have a good summer camping

SU

Chairman's Pitch.

Well done to Waterside DA for a very successful Summer Meet. With so much organised there was loads to do for all ages. Though it was not one of the many organised activities that will be the enduring memory for me but when as your new 'chairman got up to speak to everyone for the first time to find that my holstered pistols were determined to keep the chair and my buttocks in contact. I have been the butt of jokes since!

We've been out and about with some of the DAs & Sections we hope to get around to the rest of you soon. 

We were with the SRBG at Wokingham where manning the club stand we managed to recruit 43 new families to the club and also advise existing members of the camping opportunities they may be missing. All of us manning the stand had a great time and managed to pick up some bargains in the process. 

Solent DA's children's meet saw loads of children (young and old!) running around dressed as pirates. The smiling faces was by far the best measure and reward for all the hard work put in by the DA.Harry and Hayley also reported on a fun weekend with Hampshire DA at their children's meet at Romsey. 

The Region THS at Swanage was also great. Timed to coincide with the carnivals at Swanage, Bournemouth and Wareham. The secret of this THS's success is location, location, location within easy reach of 2 blue flag beaches and all the best of Dorset's attractions. Harry & Hayley thoroughly enjoyed the archery and jousting at Lulworth Castle. Our thanks must go our stewards Janet, Paul and Cybil for making our stay a pleasant one. Looking forward to next year. 

Determined to get Olivia off to a good start in life at 1 day old we took her away from the Gatwick pollution to Lansing College with West Sussex DA where both her and mum could enjoy fresh air, excellent views of the college and grounds, good company and a chance to relax. We were treated to aircraft displays over site from Shoreham airfield in Olivia's honour (perhaps a coincidence that it was also the Eastbourne Airshow!). Unfortunately our stay was shortened to 1 night as we had to get home for the midwife. 

Finally our congratulations must go to RCBDA Youth Leaders Nik and Charlie

Watts for tying the knot in the Deer Meadow of Wellington Country Park after ten years together. It was great to see so many camping friends from all over the country (and Scotland) were able to join them on their big day. Of particular note was the presence of an Elsan disposal point on their Wedding cake. 

On this happy note I wish you all happy camping.

Graham

Request from Webmaster- Please send me your photo's and stories.They can be of regional or DA events. I am trying to build up a region archive, also Certificate of honour winners and citations within the Southern Region. (Wherever possible please make sure that people in photos consent to their photo being used.)

SR Website

www.southernregion.org.uk
While this is an excellent site it still has even greater potential – just as long as you the members send in information and news for the benefit of all.  It can also provide the various DA’s and Groups within the Region, particularly those who do not have the benefit of electronic communications, with a forum and billboard for their activities as well Please feel free to contact us with comments, suggestions  or input – all will be gratefully received.  You will also find a route to contact the various officers on the council electronically for those who are web-enabled

2005 National AGM

To be held at Five Lakes Hotel, Maldon, Essex on March 5th.

Single Membership Fees.

This was raised last year at SR AGM. The SR sec wrote to HQ regarding this issue.  It was explained that the cost of servicing a membership is the same for a couple as for an individual, so it will be up to each DA/section or group as to how they charge for single members at their meets.

Mr Melling has been compiling a photographic record of the NFOL 2001 and is to send the finished product to the Council for their comments.

Mr Paul Adams has been appointed as Region Treasurer for 2004/5

Mrs Jackie Last has been co-opted to council and appointed Assistant Treasurer 2004/5

Mr & Mrs Bowden have been re-elected as Region Youth Liaison Officers for 2004/5 

A request had been made for adverts to be permitted on the Region website, but it was not considered appropriate or necessary as most DA’s had their own magazines.  The chairman said he was happy to allow trade to have adverts in the fixtures book as this help offset the cost of the printing

A folder is to be produced for new council members which will include such things as Guidelines for the Late Youth Meets and Southern Region Meets, SR protocols etc.

Treasurers Report

The situation at present is that the Region has £5,403.38 distributed between various accounts and in petty cash..  We have presently a negative VAT liability of £45.15 bringing the total to £5,448.53

SR ELECTIONS 2004
4 posts for 3 years

1 post for year

Mr John Simmonds will not be standing for re-election, due to work commitments, but will continue with the 2005 Fixture Book co-ordinating, unless anyone would like to take this on.

Change in the Club’s Financial Year

The Council is to put forward suggested dates to all DA’s/Sections and to ask for feedback.

SR meetings for 2005:- 

Dates for meeting to be held at Petersfield Community Centre 19/02/05, 20/04/05, 15/06/05, 21/09/05

19/11/05 Royal Victoria Country Park

SR MEET 2004

Congratulations to Waterside DA for a great weekend.  Indications are showing that a healthy profit was made.

Dear Caravanners,

I would like to say a big thank you to all who donated towards the mile of pennies collection for the Macmillan Appeal for South Hampshire at the Southern Region meet, New Park Farm Brockenhurst, over the weekend of 10th – 13th June. Donations were also received at Waterside DA meets Copythorne and Somerley

A special thank you to Frankie and Cindy from the Country and Western line dancing school, who kindly donated the collection made on their behalf. Also to the generous bidders at the impromptu auction of flower plants at the closing ceremony.

The aim was to collect a mile of pennies. The response was over and above all our expectations. We didn’t achieve a mile, but we did, due to tremendous generosity of all concerned, collect a total of £ 126.63.

Such was the response from people attending the Southern Region Meet and Waterside DA meets, the mile of pennies soon changed to being a general collection of all denominations of coinage.

Macmillan’s aim is to raise one million pounds for a Cancer and Information Centre at Southampton General Hospital.

When built, the state-of-the-art centre will provide help and advice to anyone whose life is affected by cancer. Relatives and friends will be as welcome as patients themselves. Facilities will include complementary therapies such as aromatherapy, massage and acupuncture which has proven beneficial to patients, information leaflets, Internet access, advice about patient grants, state benefits and lots more.

Once again, a big thank you to you all.

Val Collins

Waterside DA.

SR MEET 2005

Dave Parr is to be Region Liaison with Solent DA.

SR CHAIRMANS DINNER/DANCE 2004

Royal Victoria Country Park, November AGM weekend with Camping.

Tickets for sale are with DA/Section secretaries.

…..and finally;

Job Vacancy

Wordsmith required for the Southern Region Newsletter due to the future retirement of the editor. Su would like to stand down and hand over the keyboard to an enthusiastic volunteer to produce and edit this newsletter from November on. If you are keen then please contact the SR Council secretary to register your interest. Don’t delay – do it today!

If you would like to receive this Newsletter by email then please let me know at the address above.

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE IS 

15th October 2004

� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





Welcome to the


53rd edition of the Newsletter


August 2004





SOUTHERN REGION NEWSLETTER


EDITOR Su Parr, 


Email: newslettereditor@southernregion.org.uk




















_1069436408

