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Chairman’s Pitch
Hello campers. As Easter draws near for many it is time to get the gear ready to start the new season. From the recently published fixture books it’s clear to see what a packed season it will be.

For some of the hardened campers however the season is already well underway. I say hardened then remember that our caravan is actually cosier than our house. With this in mind a special congratulations must go to those CCY who were awarded their snowflake badges at the CCY winter meet. I gather that all had a great time and the leaders too were under canvas. Well Done!

Preparations for the Region’s main event of the year, the Summer Meet, are progressing superbly. The theme ‘Southern Grease’ provides a good excuse for a knees up, high school prom style, on the Saturday evening so remember your glad rags. Solent DA is really pushing ‘their boat’ out and the whole weekend looks like bumper packed fun on an excellent Hayling Island location. 

Whatever your plans are for the new camping season, and boy what a choice you have, I look forward to seeing you in the field.

Happy camping

Graham

Fixture books 

These can be obtained from your local DA, the Region PRO or are downloadable from the region website.

 www.southernregion.org.uk 

SOUTHERN REGION NEWSLETTER.

EDITOR  - Peter Burton,

newslettereditor@southernregion.org.uk
From the Webmaster

The Webmaster is trying to build up a region archive and needs input from you. This can be DA and/or Region specific old and new. 

The website urgently needs photos and stories. The Webmaster would also like to hear from you if you have any information relating to Certificate of Honour holders and Miss Southern Region competitions. If you have a DA history or ‘this is your life’ type presentations then I would love a copy. An electronic format is easier for me to work with but information on paper is better than none at all. 

www.southernregion.org.uk
E-mail addresses:

secretary@southernregion.org.uk
chairman@southernregion.org.uk
pro@southernregion.org.uk
rylo@southernregion.org.uk 

webmaster@southernregion.org.uk
newslettereditor@southernregion.org.uk
If you would like to receive this newsletter by e-mail, or you previously registered to receive it by e-mail but have not received a recent edition then please e-mail the newsletter editor. newslettereditor@southernregion.org.uk
Southern Region Committee Meeting 2005

These are to be held at Petersfield Community Centre on the 20/04/05, 15/06/05, 21/09/0 & 19/11/05 Royal Victoria Country Park.

Public Relations Officer 

With the start of the new camping year, there are a few things arranged during the year.  The bids for this years shows at Thames Valley, Rapkins Lodge and Gorrick Cottage have all been accepted.  Volunteers from Solent D.A will man the Thames Valley Show Club stand.  However volunteers are required for the remaining shows.

The dates for the above shows are as follows: -

Thames Valley at Newbury – 13th to 15th May.

Horsham - Rapkins Lodge 28th May to 19th June.

Workingham at Gorrick Cottage 2nd to 24th July.

Volunteers will be given free camping, meal allowance and travelling expenses.

Trevor 

Southern Region Holiday Sites (HS). 

Once again the Region HS will be held at Corfe Castle Swanage Dorset, 23rd July to 15th August – see the ‘Out & About’ section of the Club magazine for details.  

SR is also looking into the possibility of holding a HS at Brockenhurst.

Southern Region Diary 2005

	April


	20th 
	Region Council Meeting

	June


	3rd - 5th 
	Summer Meet Hayling Is.

	June


	15th 
	Region Council Meeting

	July

August


	23rd
15th 
	Region Holiday Site – Corfe Castle Swanage

	Sep.


	21st 
	Region Council Meeting

	Nov.


	19th 
	Region Dinner Dance


Certificate of Honour

John & Elaine Simmonds (Solent D.A.) will be presented with The Club Certificate of Honour by The Club Chairman David Batty at the Southern Region Summer meet 2005.

Certificate of Honour 

Closing date for candidates for this year’s Certificate of Honour is 31st March

Southern Region Council 

Mr John Simmonds has been co-opted onto the council, this leaves just one vacancy.  If you feel that you could fill the vacancy or know of a likely candidate do not hesitate to contact a member of the council.   

SR Block Booking – NFOL 2005

There was a good response to this block booking (17).  It is hoped that the 17 will enter the Street Lighting up competition.  

The block booking is now closed.  

SR Summer Meet 2005 June 3rd-5th 

Solent D.A. will host this meet, which will incorporate a ‘Holiday Site’ The venue for this event is to be Hayling Island School.  Site opens 27th May.  See ‘Out & About’ section of the Club magazine for details.

RYLO

Easter – 19 participants will be attending the FICC in Poland.

May Bank Holiday – it is planned to hold a 3-day meet on the I.O.W, probably using Corfe Scout Camp.

June – National Youth Rally, which is to be held at Plymouth

Late Youth Meet - Loddon D.A will host this meet at Northington Farm Southington, Nr Overton.

CCY Fixture List for 2005 - Please see the Region Fixture Book, you can also telephone Peter & Shelia (RYLO) on - 023 9245 3093
From D.A’s. & Sections

Extracts from reports received at SR Council Meeting 23/02/05.

Hampshire reported on good turn out for its Bonfire meet.  The Christmas Celebration was a social with disco and finger buffet.  There were several walks over the winter period and an Open Forum evening.  A skittle evening was held in February, as always well attended.

Isle of Wight reported that 8 units attended their Bonfire meet.  Late November a lovely coastal walk starting from Bembridge Lifeboat Station was enjoyed by a crowd of us.  The Christmas meet at Smallbrook was extremely wet so only a few took advantage of free camping before and after the party.

Loddon reported they held their Christmas party at Old Basing.  January a social was held at St. Mary’s Hall Tadley and a skittles evening was held in February.  Birthday meet is to be held at Easter at Overton School nr. Whitchurch.

Royal County Berkshire finished off their camping season with a very wet Bonfire meet with a tractor pulling some on and off the site.

January a winter social was held in Wokingham and a skittles evening in February.

Solent had a very successful Bonfire meet and their Christmas social was held at the Blue Lagoon Hilsea with 50+ members and guest.

There was a good turn out for the New Year Celebrations with a variety of entertainment, there was a live band that helped us dance the night away on News Years Eve.  

A variety of walks had been arranged over winter and a conservation meet held in the New Forest.  Anniversary social was held at Hayling Island where 68 of us sat down to roast beef with all the trimmings.

Waterside reported that they now have a committee of 11; all main officer posts are filled except that of PRO.

Change of venue for the Birthday meet, this will now be held at Awbridge Village Hall site.  

Our committee will be working very hard to win 

back members and make this year and future years a success.

BCC, both areas have enjoyed their winter programme.  Southern & Wessex held a Bonfire meet at Ray’s Field, followed by 3-nights at Lockerley for the New Year a dinner at Frogham with camping at Blissford for January ending with a social at Merley Court.

London & Thames Valley dinner dance was a great success followed by the AGM. A valentine’s weekend was held at Hayling Island

Boating Group reported that they have a good programme of meets for 2005 and are proposing a major training session for their stewards in September.  It is hoped to repeat the success of “Family Fun on the Water” in 2003 with a similar weekend in July.  The AGM will be held at Hatfield Marina Doncaster 16th April.

Wessex Folk Group annual Harvest Supper was held at Greatham Village Hall with dancing to ‘Stoney Ridge’ live band.  Seven families camped at Overton School for the Christmas Party.  Saturday visitors join in with exchanging cards that was followed by an American Supper, finishing the evening with a Ceilidh.  

From your editor.

I can, and will write about the mundane things that are meant for newsletter.  However, this Newsletter needs information to make it interesting, so when that interesting moment arrives let me know about it.  I will see that through this newsletter others share that interesting moment.
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