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David Mantell

David together with his wife Janet joined the Camping and Caravanning Club in 1969. They were living in the outskirts of Reading and, therefore, automatically became members of Royal County of Berkshire District Association.

Camping excursions at first involved fitting David and Janet, together with their baby son Simon, into a Fiat with trailer carrying the family tent.  This changed to a trailer tent as more space and easier pitching became a priority.  They were very worried that Simon, who was known to cry at night, would disturb neighbouring units and were tempted not to continue camping.  There were times when they put Simon in the car and drove around at the dead of night in the hopes he would go to sleep.  However, the camping bug was caught and a Robin caravan was purchased to make life more comfortable.

Enjoying the outdoor activities, David decided (or was probably coerced) to take a more active part in the DA and was elected to the committee, becoming joint Sites Officer.  Later David’s father died and this resulted in a move to Uxbridge to take over the family business.  Still the Mantell family continued to camp with the Royal County of Berkshire DA as much as possible.

They were actively involved with member recruitment at the Windsor Rose Show and other occasions where possible.  They were also involved with daily DA activities, such as stewarding and other DA events.  Links with the building trade enabled David to help the DA with their then traditional bonfire and ‘bangers’ meet.  A strategically placed sheet of corrugated iron allowed the ‘bangers’ to be shuffled down the sheet to the end by which time they were cooked to perfection (so David reckoned).  High jinks at such events were commonplace.  One memorable occasion at a bonfire meet saw David (together with his accomplice) rushing around frantically trying to extinguish numerous ‘blue touch papers’, which had been prematurely lit by a spark from the bonfire.  Otherwise, the quickest firework display in history was about to take place!  DA dinner and dances were always supported, including extensive sales to family and friends outside of the Club in order that the event should remain viable.

The Mantell family had now increased to include Clare and, with two small children, the family continued to enjoy the pastime of outdoor leisure activities.  However, pressure of the family business together with the children’s education began to curtail regular DA camping so that school holiday trips began to be more feasible.

By 1989, life for the Mantell family had moved on, allowing a greater involvement in DA activities again whilst still travelling from Uxbridge to take part.  In 1990, David took up the challenge of D.A Chairman.  He was central in revitalising the Royal County of Berkshire DA and was actively involved in all aspects of the DA’s life at that time.  Clare was of CCY age which also spurred him on to take a very keen interest in the Camping Club Youth Section.

A deepening interest in Region matters was developing which led to him gaining a place on Region Council in 1991.  When the position of Deputy Representative to National Council became vacant he took on the duty willingly.  During all this time David worked relentlessly to promote the Club and its associated activities, including manning stands at PR shows.  In 1993 he was elected as Southern Region Vice-Chairman, a position he took on with pride.  This led to him taking the Chair in 1995 and supporting the Region Executive and Council as Immediate Past Chairman from 1997 to 1999.  Organising meets and promotion and recruiting days, together with attending and chairing meetings at all of these gatherings were tasks David willingly took on.  A number of Region Dinner Dances were orchestrated by David, together with Janet, to ensure successful and enjoyable events.  All Region activities benefited from his wide experience throughout these times.

Camping Club Youth activities at all levels featured high on David's list of priorities throughout his involvement with the Southern Region.  He always supported all their activities, even to wearing tee shirts and hats presented to him which weren’t always complementary to him.

1993 saw the Royal County of Berkshire DA begin to consider the impending 1995 Southern Region Summer Meet which they were due to host.  David became the Chairman of the organising sub-committee for this event and, with the committee, ensured an excellent event was laid on.

David always participated fully and enthusiastically in DA activities.  He displayed this trait at the Royal County of Berkshire DA Victory in Europe celebrations based on a Thames-side site.  Suffice to say, he fully entered into the ‘spirit’ of things and, with the other members present, had an unforgettable (or was it forgettable) evening.  However, his erratic return to his caravan at the end of the evening nearly led to him taking in a little more water with his drinks than was customary.

David and Janet were regular attendees of the Royal County of Berkshire DA Boating and Barbeque Meet at Wellington Country Park.  For many years David tussled with the difficulties of trying to give everyone what boating time slot and type of boat they wanted whilst trying to avoid Janet’s wrath when he was late back from his lakeside supervisory role leaving her to cope with the barbeque.  On a personal basis, boating was not always on of David’s success stories having been becalmed both in his own boat and those belonging to the Park.

The Southern Region had the honour of organising the Camping and Caravanning Club’s Centenary National Feast of Lanterns in 2001.  A steering committee was formed comprising of the then Region Executive.  An organising committee for the celebrations was needed and David's name was the first to be presented as chairman.  He took on this role and soon found there was no shortage of members willing to lend a helping hand under his leadership.  He chaired endless meetings, many lasting into the next day.  His tireless efforts, together with Janet’s, often meant business responsibilities were neglected.  Additional responsibilities as a part of the Club’s Centenary Committee added to the workload and stress that the event caused.  However, David's chairmanship of the NFOL 2001 ensured the NFOL 2001 was a huge success.

During all his time spent on or at Club activities David still found time to indulge and pursue his love of music not just for himself but again on the behalf of others.  With his love of the clarinet and saxophone, together with the encouragement of other region members, he joined the newly formed small concert group in 1998 known as the Regionaires.

Throughout, David displayed 100% effort and commitment to everything he did for the Club.  One wonders how he ever found the time to fit in cycling trips with cream teas and ice creams to keep up his strength!
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